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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

EASTERN ZONE BENCH, KOLKATA
IN THE MATTER OF:

Original Application No. 55/2025/EZ

NEWS ITEM TITLED: 5 JHARKHAND FOREST OFFICERS ATTACKED BY STONE
MAFIA, APPEARING IN THE TIMES OF INDIA DATED 24.03.2025

...Applicant(s)

COUNTER AFFIDAVIT FILED BY OF DIVISIONAL FOREST _OFFICER,
MEDININAGAR, JHARKHAND, (i.e. RESPONDENT NO. 3 HEREIN).

gﬁ; 1, SATYAM KUMAR  , son of SUBRANCGHU KumAR SINGH | aged about 43

years, by Religion - H1ND 8 . by Occupation - Service under Government of

Jharkhand in the office of Divisional Forest Officer, Medininagar, Jharkhand,
having its office at MEDINYMAGAR PALAMY | JTHARKMAND | Pincode -
822 101 | jharkhand, do hereby solemnly affirm and state as follows:

1. That, | am the Divisional Forest Officer, Medininagar, Jharkhand,
(Respondent no. 3 herein) and that | am aware of the facts and records in
the instant case and have gone through the allegations and contentions in
the Original Application as such | am competent to make and affirm the

instant Affidavit.

3. Thatin pursuance and in compliance to the order dated 07.04.2025 of the

Hon'ble Tribunal in the instant Original Application this Counter Affidavit
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is being filed by Divisional Forest Officer, Medininagar, Jharkhand,

(Respondent no. 3 herein).

. That this affidavit is being filed for bringing necessary facts and statements

on record for just and proper adjudication of this case.

_ That on 15.02.2025 secret information was received that stone is being
illegally excavated from Bachkoma protected forest (P.F.) and being
transported through tractors. Upon receipt of such information, the forest
officials reached the place of occurrence on or about about 6:30 P.M.,
where they found that one stone laden tractor is going towards Itakdag
from Bachkoma. When the forest officials chased the tractor in order to
apprehend it, one Sarffudin Ansari along with 30-35 unknown persons
attacked the vehicle of the forest officials. The forest officials somehow
managed to escape from there and save their lives, whereas the accused
persons managed to flee away along with the stone laden tractor. The
Forest Guard Registered Offence Report No. 2208 dated 15.02.2025 which
was forwarded to the Learned Chief Judicial Magistrate, Medininagar upon
which Complaint Case No. 831/2025 was registered against the accused

persons under Sections 33, 41 & 42 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927.

) That for assaulting the forest officials and preventing them from carrying

out their official duty, F.l.LR. was also registered against the accused

persons being Chhatarpur P.S. Case No. 26/2025 dated 17.02.2025.
Photocopy of Chhatarpur P.S. Case No.
26/2025 dated 17.02.2025 is annexed

herewith and marked as Annexure- A,
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7. That on 17.02.2025 a Shri Navneet B.R, IFS (P), Range Forest Officer (RFO)
Chhatarpur East Forest Range along with Ajay Kumar Toppo, RFO, Patan
Afforestation Forest Range, Umesh Kumar Dubey, RFO Patan Forest Range
and other forest officials conducted as inspection of Bachkoma P.F.,
Hutukdhag P.F., & Charai P.F., during which illegal mining was found to be
taken place. During the inspection of the aforementioned protected
forest, the villagers stated that illegal mining activities are being conducted

with the active support and collusion of several crusher owners.

8. Thereafter, Shri Navneet B.R, IFS (P), Range Forest Officer (RFO)
Chhatarpur East, requested the Sub-Divisional Magistrate (SDM),
Chhatarpur, to appoint an Executive Magistrate and deploy Police
personnel to conduct a raid on the nearby crushers vide letter no. 34 dated
17.02.2025.

Photocopy of letter no. 34 dated
17.02.2025 is annexed herewith and

marked as Annexure- B.

~ N
i "M\.@S{ The Sub-Divisional Magistrate (SDM), Chhatarpur vide Letter No. 200

‘.‘?iidated 17.02.2025 appointed Executive Magistrate and deployed Police
e ! j’Forces accordingly.

”’g}}‘*ﬁ;\iﬂ Photocopy of SDM letter no. 200 dated
17.02.2025 is annexed herewith and

marked as Annexure- C.

10.That on 18.02.2025 in the presence of the Executive Magistrate and police
personnel, various crushing units, located at Basdiha and Charai village of

Chhatarpur were inspected by Shri Navneet B.R. IFS (P), Range Forest
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Officer Chhatarpur East under the power conferred under Section 52D of
the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (Bihar Amendment Act, 1989). During the
inspection, illegal stone material sourced from the forest was found at

several crushers.

11.The Local Forest Guard issued Offence Report No. 2156 dated 18.02.2025
and Offence Report No. 2158 dated 18.02.2025. This report was
subsequently forwarded by the Beat Forest Officer, Chhatarpur to the
Learned Chief Judicial Magistrate, Palamu for legal action under Sections
33, 41 and 42 of the Indian Forest Act. Pursuant to this, two Complaint
Case No. 895/2025 and Complaint Case No. 898/2025 were registered in
the Court of Learned Chief Judicial Magistrate, Palamu against the crushers
involved in illegal mining within the forest area.

Photocopy of Offence Report No. 2156
dated 18.02.2025 and Offence Report No.
2158 dated 18.02.2025 are annexed

herewith and marked as Annexure- D &

D1.
& h-“, alat 4
’"‘i i 12.The Shri Navneet B.R. IFS (P), Range Forest Officer, Chhatarpur East vide
. {; a: " . letter No. 102, dated 25.03.2025 and letter no. 103 dated 25.03.2025
i&\ UH' J

\,,. V,Jrequested the Divisional Forest Officer, Medininagar Forest Division (DFO)
“of J_,gj-f‘- to initiate confiscation proceedings in respect of the illegally seized stone
from various crushers, including the petitioner’s unit. Accordingly,
Confiscation Case No. 09/2025 and Confiscation Case No. 10/2025 were
initiated by the Authorized Officer-cum-Divisional Forest Officer

Medininagar, and the same was duly intimated to the Learned Judicial
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Magistrate, First Class, Palamu vide letter no. 777 dated 26.03.2025 and
letter no. 782 dated 26.03.2025.
Photocopy of letter No. 777 dated
26.03.2025 and letter no. 782 dated
26.03.2025 are annexed herewith and

marked as Annexure- E & E 1.

13.That the Circle Officer appointed as Executive Magistrate by Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, Chhatarpur, has also reported to Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Chhatarpur regarding that petitioner has violated the CTO/CTE norm and
petitioner has not shown him valid documents, such as stock records,
issue, dispatch registers etc., and also reported to Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, Chhatarpur, regarding their involvement in illegal mining from
Forest and GM Land vide letter no. 273 dated 10.03.2025.
Photocopy of letter No. 273 dated
10.03.2025 is annexed herewith and

marked as Annexure- F.

fe District Mining Officer (DMO) has also been requested by the Range

—’ﬂ
/&

“rushers involved in forest offences.

I‘_\a

15.Based on the report received from the Range Forest Officer (RFO) and the

est Officer, Chhatarpur East Range, to initiate legal action against the

Executive Magistrate, a letter has been sent to the Jharkhand State
Pollution Control Board requesting initiation of legal action against 13
crushers 1.) M/s Jai Maa Stone Chips, Prop. Mukesh Kumar Singh, 2.) Jai
Maa Sherawali Stone Chips Prop. Manoj Kumar Gupta, 3.) M/s Gupta Stone
Chips, Prop. Mayanand Prasad, 4.) M/s Vaishno Mata Stone Chips, Prop.
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Papu Kumar, 5.) Mahadeva Stone Chips Prop. Basant Kumar Gupta, 6.) M/s
Jai Maa Lilori Stone Crusher, Partner Om Prakash Jaiswal 7.) M/s Maa
Stone Crusher, Prop. Krishna Prasad Sahu, 8.) Sarvashri Jai Maa
Vindhyavasini Stone Chips Crusher, Prop. Rakesh Kumar Singh, 9.) Jai Mata
Stone Crusher, Prop. Ram Pravesh Prasad, 10.) Ravindra Kumar Singh
Stone Chips, Prop. Ravindra Kumar Singh, 11.) M/s Sahara Stone Chips,
Prop. Allamudih Ansari, 12.) M/s Ashok Kumar Singh Crusher, Prop. Ashok
Kumar Singh Crusher, 13.) M/s Jai Maa Satchandi Stone Crusher, Prop.
Birbal Yadav involved in illegal mining and for violations of the conditions

of Consent to Operate (CTO) and Consent to Establish (CTE).

16.That the Complaint Case No. 831/2025, Complaint Case No. 895/2025 &

\ Z."l"h 17.1%at while conducting routine forest patrolling under the instructions of
= /Y

v/
oty

Complaint Case No. 898/2025 prosecution report has been duly submitted
before the Court of the Learned Judicial Magistrate, First Class, and the
matter is presently under Judicial consideration before the said Learned
Court.
Photocopy of prosecution report is
annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure- G.

5
/“the Range Forest Officer, Chhatarpur East, a team of 12 forest personnel

intercepted two tractor-trailers beaing (1) Tractor no.- Zero, Model no.
5039D, chassis number- 1VY5039DHLA008654, Engine no.- PY3029D
590730, Trailor no.- Zero and (2) Tractor no.- Zero, Model no. B275 DI,
Serial no. PYNBOO177GE, chassis number & Engine no.- unreadable, Trailor

no.- Zero illegally transporting quarried stone. One vehicle driver, Sanjay

10
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Yadav, was apprehended and admitted involvement in illegal mining in
Basdiha Forest and supplying of illegal quarried stone to crushers of

Mukesh Kumar Singh, while the second driver, Vinay Yadav, fled.

18.That the soon after, a mob of 35 — 40 armed individuals, including
identified assailants (Laldev Yadav, Bishundev Yadav, Udeshwar Yadav,
Dhananjay Bhuiya, and Manoj Yadav, all from Basdiha Village), launched a
violent attack on the forest team using rods, sticks, crowbars, and sharp
weapons. The assailants forcibly took away the driver Sanjay Yadav who
had been apprehended by forest officials and also took away the vehicles

seized by forest department.

19.That during the aforementioned assault five forest officials suffered
serious fatal injuries and were admitted first to Chhatarpur Sub-Divisional
Hospital, who were further referred to Medinirai Medical College and

Hospital, Medininagar, Palamu (MMCH).

20.That the incident appears to be a pre-planned criminal conspiracy,

A potentially orchestrated by persons involved in illegal mining, to obstruct

* lawful duty and eliminate forest personnel involved in anti-illegal mining

o d

21.That the local Forest Guard issued Offence Report No. 2164 dated
22.03.2025 this subsequently forwarded by the Beat Forest Officer,
Chhatarpur to the Learned Chief Judicial Magistrate, Palamu for legal
action under Sections 33, 41 and 42 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927.

Pursuant to this, Complaint Case No. 1247/2025 was registered in the

11
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Court of Learned Chief Judicial Magistrate, Palamu against the persons
involved in illegal mining within the forest area.
Photocopy of Offence Report No. 2164
dated 22.03.2025 is annexed herewith

and marked as Annexure- H.

22.That for assaulting the Forest Officials and preventing them from carrying

out their official duty, F.I.R. was also registered against the accused
persons being Chhatarpur P.S. Case No. 52/2025 dated 23.03.2025.

Photocopy of Chhatarpur P.S. Case No.

52/2025 dated 23.03.2025 is annexed

herewith and marked as Annexure- |.

23.That the vide letter no. 767 dated 25.03.2025, the Divisional Forest Officer,
Medininagar, requested the Superintendent of Police, Palamu, to Direct
the Officer-in-Charge, Chhatarpur Police Station, to immediately recover
the looted seized vehicles and stone-laden tractors and trailers and ensure
the prompt arrest of all individuals involved in the said criminal act.

Photocopy of letter no. 767 dated

ALY T

’ kY .,

)Me{’\ 25.03.2025 is annexed herewith and
$X Saaran

marked as Annexure- J.

24.That on 26.03.2025 while conducting routine forest patrolling by forest
personnel with the help of Executive Magistrate and Police Forces
deployed by Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Chhatarpur, forest officials seized

one tractor loaded with illegally quarried stone. Accordingly, Complaint

12
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Case No. 1283/2025 was initiated against the person involved before the
Court of the Learned Chief Judicial Magistrate.
Photocopy of Complaint Case No.
1283/2025 is annexed herewith and

marked as Annexure- K.

25 That for effective control over illegal mining activities and to prevent
recurrence of such attacks on forest personnel, the Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO), Medininagar, has deployed 22 (Twenty Two) Armed Home

Guards to assist forest staff in field operations.

26.That this Counter Affidavit is filed bonafide and in the interest of justice. It
is therefore prayed that Your Lordships, may kindly be pleased to accept

the instant Counter Affidavit.

27.That the answering respondent seeks leave to file any further affidavits, if

required, as per direction of the Hon’ble Tribunal.

28.| state that the statements contained in paragraphs Nos. 1to 4 are trueto

my knowledge, the statements contained in paragraph Nos. 5 to 25 are
strue to my information derived from the official records of the case, which
verily believe to be true and the rest is/are my respectful submissions

'3‘\ -—57’;5’3' before this Hon’ble Tribunal.

13
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VERIFICATION

|, SATYAM KumAR  son of SUDWARIHU KUMAR <)Ney, aged about 44
years, by Religion - HINDL) , by Occupation - Service under Government of

Jharkhand in the office of Divisional Forest Officer, Medininagar, Jharkhand,

having its office at
MEDININAGAR , PALAMY , THARKHAND , Pincode -
822101  jharkhand is filing this instant Counter Affidavit on this the day

of July, 2025.

Date: Medun «mg;(

Place: 0o H 209

Deponent
|dentified by me:

-

Advocate ‘:52\(‘.”\‘6\Jg

14
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1090

290 ] Jharkhand Minor Mineral Laws [ Rules 12-13 ‘48

i

carrylng the minerals/ore from the mine or other source or storage and selze the
Same as requirad within the Jurisdiction as spacified balow: , a

()] Additional Chief Secretary/ Principal In the entire State,
Secretary/Secretary/ Commissioner,
Mines
(ii)| Director of mines In the entire State.
(iii)| Additional Director of mine -do-
(iv){ Deputy Director of mine Within thelr respective Jurisdictions
(v)] District Collector/Deputy Commissloner | Within their respective Jurisdictions
(vi)) District/Assistant Mining Officer Within thelr respective Jurlsdictions
(vii)] Sub Divisional Magistrate/Any other Within thelr respective Jurisdictionsl
officer authorized by the collector Jurisdiction authorized by the Col- |
tector in the District
(viii){ Mining Inspector. 0~ _
(ix)] In- charge check-gate -do- | o

2 i
__ ltshall be the responsibliity of the mining lessee/dealers to ensure that their Q
carriers afford all assistance and co-operatlon for such inspectlon. s o

2 -

(ii) The dealer/lessee shall allow any competent authority/competent officer or -5t
any such officer authorized by competent authority to inspect the place where .
mining, storage and processing unit exists to verlfy the stocks of ore and minerals 74 5
and take sample or the abstract from the records maintained by him. e
(iii) Every dealer ‘shall allow comipetent authority competent officer or S
any officer authorised by the Director, MInes/Commissioner, Mines or Secrelary, T5a:
Department of Industries, Mines and Geology, Jharkhand 1o enter and Inspect the 258
premises, where the mineral is kept or stored. Inspection of such documents as b 7
desired in writing and fumishing of information as directed in writing shall be ‘i
obligatory for such dealer, ' _
(iv) Every officer maklng a seizure, under these rules shail prepars a list of &
minerals, tools equipment, vehicles or any other article, so seized and dellver a &
- copy thereof signed by him to the person foung In possession of such minerals, . A
Such officer shall keep such selzed property under proper custod;’ with proper o
official seal and with detalled informatirn. B
(v) Any minerals, tool, equlpment, vehicle or any thing seized shall be liable 4§ 3
to be confiscated by an order of the court of the Deputy Commissioner of the 8

concerned district and shall be disposed of in accordance with direction of such
court, 2liy 2 : ' o

12. Custody of the selzed property.—The competent Officer shall keep the S
selzed material or propertles under the custody of an institution belqn Ing to Y
Government or any responsibla official of the Government as far as possible, . S8

13. Penaities.—(l) Any person, who contravenes any of the provision pf.{‘_’ -
these rules, or buys or sells or stores minerals except under and in accordance with i :
the terms and conditions of dealers registration or who transports the minerals S

except as mentioned In the transport challan or transport minerals without tr anspbr't'-_‘_,
B I G
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